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My, Patrick: 1 do not think that is cor-
rect.

Mr. Marshall:
vse the lot.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That statement is not correct.

Mr. Marshall: It is.
Mr. SPEAKER.: Order!

Mr. Marshall: Do not try to put that over
me.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
keep order.

Mr. Marshell:
me.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member will
not put it over me, either; otherwise I shall
have to take action.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
wish to tell the hon. member—

Mr. Marshall:
tell me.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
are running oOne train per day on the
‘Wiluna line,

Mr. Marshall:
thing of the sort.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is how rows start sometimes, and I do
not want a row at this stage.

If you use onec argument.

He will not put that over

I know everything you can

A deliberate untruth. No-

Mr. Marshall: Ounly three trains per weck
are run to Wiluna.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

That is one train a day each way.

Mr. Marshall: What a great argument
that is and vou a Minister of the Crown!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T
think it isx vight. T do not wish to discuss
the project further at this stage. I have
produced sufficient reasons to justify the
House in passing the authorisation. A
number of menmbers have signified their
support of the proposal and I shall not
lahour the fuestion further. T lay the
plan on the Table.

Mr. Lambert: Ts that in order after the
Minister has conelnded his remarks?

Mr. Marzhall:  After evervhody has
spoken?

Myr. SPEAKER: The seeond reading

cannot he put until the plan is laid on the
Table.

[COUNCIL.]

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . . .29
Noes .. . .. 10

Majority for .. 19

ATES,

Mr. Brockman Mr, Nulsen
Mr. Clothler Mr. Patriek
Mr. Collier Mr. Piesse
Mr. Coverley Mr, Seward
Mr. Dozey Mr. F. €. L. Smith
Mr. Ferguson Mr. J. H. Smith
Miss Holman Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Kenpeally Mr. Thorn
Mr. Latham Mr, Wansbrough
gr. %p}cﬁ:llum Mr. Weleh

r. McLarty Mr., Willcoek
Mr. J, I, Mann My, Wisa
Mr, Milllngten Mr. Withera
Mr. Malonay Mr. Wilzon
Mr. North (Telter.)

NOES,
Mr. Cross Mr. Redoredo
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Sampson
Mr. Hawke Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Lambert Mr, Tonkin
Mr, Marshall Mr. Raphael
{Teller.)

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee.

Bill passed through Committee withoui
debate, reported without amendmeant, and
the report adopted.

House adjonrned at 10.7 p.m.

Legislative Counctl,
Wednesday, 16th August, 1933
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 1.30
p-m., and read pravers.
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ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read, notifying assent to the
Supply Bill {No. 1}, £1,500,000.

QUESTION—TROLLEY BUSES, COST.

flon. L. B. BOLTON asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, What was the landed cost of
the complete trolley bus, including the hody?
2, What was the landed cost of the iwo
chassis only? 3, What was the cost of the
Jocally built hodies? 4. Were tenders ealled
locally for the building of the two bodiex?
If not, why not! 3, Was payment made in
England, and if so, what was the amount
of exchange?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
£2421. 2, £3,025. 3, Not vet complete. 4,
No. The work eun be earvied out elliciently
in the Midland Junetion Workshops, 5,
Yes. Hxchange, £1,663.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

The PRESIDEXNT: In accordance with
the provisions of Standing Ovder 314 1
am required to nominate, during each ses-
sien, a panel of not less than two members
who shall act as temporary Chairmen of
Committees. Accordingly I nominate the
following members to act as Llemporary
Chairmen of Committees during the present
session:—Eon. J. Nichotson, Hon, V. 1lawm-
ersley, Hon. E. H. Gray.

RETURN—MINISTERIAL, TRAVEL-
LING ALLOWANCES.

HON. E. H H. HALL
[4.36]: T move—

(Central)

That a return be laid on the Table show-
ing—(1) the total amount of travelling allow-
ances drawn by Ministers of the Crown of this
State during the twelve months ended 30th
June, 1928; 1829; 1831; and 1932, respoc-
tively; (2) hew many visits to the Loan Coun-
¢il were made by the Premier during the
above-mentioned respective periods.

Not many words arve needed from me on
this motion. 1, at any rate. was surprised
at the Chief Secretary™ reply to my ques-
tion of last week. That question was in
exactly the saine terms as one I put during
last session, having been requested to ask
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it The people who made the request
can have the credit or blame attaching to
the action. Tt was a branch of the Wheat-
growers’ Union in my province, the
members of whicl desired to ascertain the
amount of money spent by Ministers of the
previons Government in travelling. Think-
ing it hoardly fair to ascertain the travelling
expenses of one set of Ministers, T framed
my question in such a way that a eompari-
son might he drawn between the allowances
drawn by Ministers in various Governments.
[n asking for the anmmal totals, T omitted
the year 1930, in which theve was a general
clection. The other years specified in the
motion cover a period of ordinary expendi-
ture in administration. T fully recognize
that the Leader of the House was not able
to secure the information for himself from
the various departments; T take tt he has
to request that information desired by mem-
bers should be furnished hy the depart-
ments responsible. Therefore I acknowledge
that what I consider the unsatisfactorv re-
ply given by the Chief Secretary is no fault
of his. T am not concerned witk the poli-
tical complesion of Alinisters fo  whose
travelling allowanees the motion refers; bat
if the records of amounts so expended have
not been kept in such o manner as to en-
able this information to he given, it is about
time that the system of keeping those records
was altered. T approach the subject with-
out any heat, and certainly without any
desire to cause offence. When asking my
question last session, I left the matter rather
late, The session elosed somewhat suddenly,
and the then Leader of this Chamber
said there was not time to prepare the in-
formation. A newspaper published in my
province stated that I had refused to ask
the question. Fortunately I had a record of
the action I had taken, and furnished that
record to the newspaper, thus satisfving
the editor that I had donc what was asked.
However, I reccived no apology for the ori-
ginal misstatement, 1 lately received from
the same branch of the Wheatgrowery’
Union a communieation asking me to
put the question again. 1 did put the ques-
tion, and the Chief Secretary replied in
what I consider a most unsatisfactory man-
ner. We live under a demoeratic system in
which we take pride. Communism, Hitler-
ism, or Faseism may be a better system; hut
I am familiar only with the demoecratic sys-
tem obtaining here, and I wish that demo-
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cratic system to be given a fair oppor-
tunity. It is useless to close our eyes and
then to complain that we cannot see. In
other parts of the world certain evenis are
happening; and although T think it will be
long before Australians deeide to dispense
with demoeracy, yet those who ocenpy high
and honorable positions have a responsi-
bility to be, like Czesar’s wife, above sus-
picion, I repeat, I have no wish to give of-
fence. If I do give it, I am sorry. I find
it necessary to make certain observations.
When the present Government took office,
the number of Ministers was increased as
compared with the previous Government. I
believe that every member of this Chamber
agrees that assistance to the Leader of the
House is highly necessary, However, there
was an increase in the number of Ministers
in another place. Now, without any heat, I
wish to give hon. members and the taxpay-
ers a brief aceount of something that has
come under my personal notice. The week
before last u Minister left Perth on Thurs-
day at 5 p.m. to visit his farm. He was
away from his office all day Friday, Satur-
day morning, and all day Monday. He
travelled over the Midland Railway at an
expense ol £3 0Os. 4d. to the taxpayers.
IWhen the previous Government were in
power, they introduced an innovation in the
interests of economy, deciding that only the
three members for the Central Province
and the members for Geraldton and Green-
ough in the Assembly should travel over the
Alidland Railway, and that only when those
members travelled over that line would the
Government pay anything to the Midland
Co. The annual passes of the members in
question were reealled, and those members
were required to produce vouchers every
time they travelled over the Midland line,
During the three years that the previous
Government ocenpied the Treasury Beneh,
no Minister and no member of Parliament,
so far as my knowledge goes, travelled
over the Midland line, with the exception of
the members T have mentioned. As soon as
the Lahour Government have assumed office,
we find a Labour Minister travelling on his
private business, through a district which
he does not represent—sinee his is a gold-
fields eonstituency—over the Midland Rail-
way, at the tazpavers’ expense. If he had
fravelled over the Government railway, he
would have left Perth at 8 p.m. on Thurs-
day and, it is true, arrived at his farm a
couple of hours later than he did via the
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Midland voute. However, he would have
saved this hard-up community an amount of
£3. When every member is battling to ob-
tain work, not charity, for men with
as many as five or six children, every
zhilling, not to say every pound, that
can be saved to the taxpayers of West-
ern Australia, should be saved. I should
like to know whether that Minister, when
travelling to his own farm in time that he
is supposed to be giving to the affairs of
State, is allowed travelling expenses in ad-
dition to s ministerial salary. The tax-
paver has a right to this information,

Hon, T. Moore: Do yon know that he
works overtime in the office at night?

Hon. E. H. H. IALL: I do not know
whether it is against the prineiples of a
Labour Minister to work overtime. Wheu
a member of Parliament is elevated to minis-
terial runk he should work

Hon. 8ir Charles Nathan: On Sundays too.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: Yes, on Sundays
too. It is only right that I should allude to
this, because the Chief Secretary when re-
Plying to my question mentioned my name.
I have enjoyed the hospitality of the Leader
of the House when he has been out visiting
agricultural shows in the Central Province,
and T have also enjoved the hospitality of
the ex-Minister for Lands when attend-
ing similay functions. I was at the Dal-
wallinn ngricultural show when the ex-Min-
ister for Agrienlture opened that function.
He travelled to the show in a motor ear
hut T, like other members, travelled on my
ordinary railway pass and put up at an
hotel. When the Chief Seeretary, who has
given years of faithful service to the State
makes & long trip through country districts,
it would ill become any man to deny him the
comfort of travelling in a winisterial car.
However, I did admire the ex-Minister for
Agricutture, who showed that he was desir-
ous of saving the taxpayers of the State the
expense of taking a ministerial car when
he eould do the jonrney by mofor cor at
much less expense. ‘The public are continu-
ally complaining about ministerial travel-
ling costs, Only yesterday I got off the
train to hear a business man of Perth say,
“Well Hall, amongst the dead-heads again.”
I was then with the Minister retorniag
from his farm, while T had come from my
home to fulfil my duties in Parliament.
I kept my temper, but frequently one
has to exercise considerable restraint
in  putting up with the jibes one
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hears about dead-heads and
gold passes. This is largely atiribu-
table to the praetice of Ministers and
members using their gold passes in travel-
ling ahout the country transacting their own
private business. The average taxpaver,
probably, would have no complaint against
members travelling on their passes hetween
their homes and Parvliament House, hut the
existing praetice brings us all into public
contempt. The information I ask for is due
to the taxpaver, who has to find the money,
since the man who pavs the piper has the
right to call the tune. T have not eanvassed
members ahout this motion; each and every
member is free to exercise his own judgment
in voting for or against it.

continually

On motion by Chief Secretary, debate ad-
journed.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, Financial Emergency Tax Assessment
Act Amendment.

2, Yuna-Dartmoor Railway.
3, Financial Emergeney Tax.
Received from the Assembly and read
a first time.

BILL—GOVERNMENT TRAMWAYS
ACT AMENDMENT.

I Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to,
New cglause:
Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: T move—

That a new clause be inserted to stand as
Clause 3, as follows:—'‘ Notwithstanding any-
thing to the contrary econtained in the prin-
cipal Act, the Commissioner shall pay to the
loeal anthority in whose distriet the trolley
buses shall run or operate, the annual license
fee for ommibuses preseribed under the Traffic
Act for each trolley bus so running or opera-
ting in its distriet: Provided that, if trolley
buges shall run or operate in the distriets of
more than onc local authority, the above-men-
tioned licecnse fee shall be apportioned be-
tween the loeal authorities in whose districts
such trolley buses shall run, in such propor-
tions as shall be represented by the length of
the route of such trolley bus in the respective
districts of such local authorities, and, in the
event of the local authoritics failing to agree
as te such apportionment, the license fee shall
be divided by the Treasurer, whose decision
shall be final,
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I do this with a view to securing from the
Government »ome fees for the loeal author-
ities.  Any private individual rupning a
moetor hus service has to pay a motor license,
and it is only fair to the local anthorities
that this should apply to the trolley buses
iniroduced by the Government. Under the
Tramways Act the Government maintain the
road to the extent of 15 inches outside the
rails, and also pay te the loeal authorities a
certain amount out of the iraffic fees. It is
only fair to the local auntherities, who repre-
sent the ratepayers, that when the trolley
buses are running, a certain proportion
should he paid by the Government for the
mantenanee of the road unsed by the buses.

The CIIATRMAN: T am ol the opinion
that Mr. Tranklin is labouring under a mis-
apprehensivn with respect to the powers of
this Honse, ar even regavding the power of
Parliament. It is usual for the Crown to
impose taxes through Parlinment on some-
one elze. but the purport of the amendment
is that the Crown, through Parliament, shall
mmpose a tax on itself. The effect of the
amendient 15 that the Crown, having the
right to run trolley bhuses, must pay £120
or £130 per annum as a license fee, and that
that amount shall he apportioned between
the loeal authorities in whose distriets the
buses will run.  Unless My, Franklin ean
advance a morve substantial argument in fav-
our of the new elause, I suggest the hest
course will he to withdraw it.

IIon. J. T. FRANKLIN: 1 prefer not to
wilhdraw the proposed new clause unless I
am foreed to do so. You, Mr. Chairman,
consider that T am introducing an innova-
tion by aszking the Government to tax thcm-
selves, hut I would peint out that under the
existing Tramways Aet (he Government keep
in zood arder the roads along which the
trams run to the extent of 18 inches
cutside the rails. There is nothing in
the Bill hefore us to #ay that the Govern-
ment intend to maintain the roads over whirn
the trolley buses will run. 1 am anxious
to sec that the ratepavers ave reimbursed
for any damage that may be done to roads
that are being or have been constimected.
Other places besides Perth may be affected,
and it is only fair that the Government
should pay a proportion of the upkeep of
the roads along which the buses will rnn.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member is
usurping the powers of Ministers when in-
troducing taxing Bills; those Bills are al-
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ways introduced by Message from the Gov-
ernot.

Hon. J. T. PRANKLIN: Do I under-
stand that the proposed new clause is out
of order? If it is, I bave no wish fo go
against the rules of the House, or, as yon
Bir, suggest, do anything which will mean
imposing a tax on the Crown. My sole de-
sire is to protect the interests of the rate-
payers and I should like a promise from
the Leader of the House that where the trol-
ley buses will he running the roads will be
maintained.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Before
you, Mr. Chairman, rute the motion out of
order—

The CHAIRMAN: I have not ruled the
motion out of order.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I consider
the Leader of the House would be acting
generously towards Mr. Franklin if he gave
the hon. memher another 24 hours to look
into the position. It might then be possible
to submit a proposal which would he in ae-
cordance with the rules of the House. I
support Mr. Franklin’s desire to see that the
roads are maintained, The Government are
not treating the municipalities properly
when they introduce a new system of loeo-
raotion without eontributing their quota to-
wards the upkeep of the roads, just as the
owners of other vehicles are compelled to
do.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I understand that
under the Tramways Aect the Government
are hound to keep in repair a certain part
of the road over which the trams run. Fur-
ther, T understand that the trolley buses are
very heavy—TI helieve a speecial appliance
had to be requisifioned to lift one of the
vehicles from the steainer. The roads over
which the buses will run are not in a condi-
tion to earry such heavy fralfic. Surely it
is not the wish ot the Government—especial-
ly as this system has heen introduced with-
out parliamentary authority, for which the
present Government are not responsible—
to penalise one section of the community in
this matter. T suggest that the Bill be with-
drawn and introduced in another place with
an amendment that wight be considered
fair to all parties concerned. In that way
the difficulty could be overcome.

The CHATIRMAN: The question is
whether this is an amendment that ean pro-
perly be moved in this House.

[COUNCIL.j

The CHIBF SECRETARY: T contend
that it is not an amendment that can be
moved in this House, or even another place,
except it is preceded by a Message from the
Ciovernor, 1 consulted the Crown Solicitor
as soon as 1 read the amendment on the
Notice Paper, The Crown Solicitor ad-
vises-—

1. The Bill itself has for its sole object the
making of provision in the prineipal Act for
the use of trollcy buses as part of the Gov-
ernment Tramways as carried on under the
prineipal Act,

Tt seems to me therefore that the proposed
amendment iz quite outside the secope of the
Bill, and entirely forcign or irrelevunt to the
subjoct matter of the Bill,

2, The amendment is contrary to the pro-
visiong of Section 46 of the Constitotions Aet,
1899, as umended by Sections 8 of No. 34
of 1921, page 132.

The Government Tramways are the pro-
perty of the State, and the Commissioner is
nerely the manager,

Section 16 of the Government Tramways Act,
1912, provides that all revenue from the tram-
ways shall be paid into the Public Account
and form part of the Consolidated Revenue
Trand; amd that all expenditure inewrred in
the running and management of the tramways
(of which trolley buses will form part) shall
be defrayed out of moneys appropriated by
Parliament to the purposes of this Act.

Consequently the payments to be made by
the Commissioner under Mr. Franklin’s amend-
ment will have to be paid out of public moneys
which will have to be appropriated by Parlia-
ment for the purpose.

As Mr. Frankiin’s amendment involves an
expenditure of public moneys by the Govern-
wment, 1 submit it is not in order.

If the proposed new clause were in order,
it would he possible for a majority of pri-
vate members in either House to make
grants of money to private individuals. Tt
is specifically set out, however, that that
cannot he done, 'Where revenue in any
Form is appropriated, it can only be appro-
priated after the receipt of a Message from
the Governor. In 1905 the Daglish Govern-
ment introduced a simple motion seeking
the authority of the House to approve of
the expenditure of a certain saum of money
For the purchase of the Midland railway.
That motion was not preceded by a Message
from the Governor, although it was intre-
duced by the Premier himself, and it was
ruled out of order hecause it constituted an
appropriation of money. Mr. Holmes has
referred to certain revenue derived by the
local authorities under the Tramways Pur-
chase Aet. That is correct; they get 3 per
cent of the gross earmings.
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Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Under the old
agreement.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: When that
Bill was introduced. it was in order because
it was preceded by a Message from the
Governor. Tt is not possible for an amend-
ment such as that proposed by Mr. Frank-
lin to be moved here or in another place,
even by a Minister of the Crown, unless the
comditions Jaid down by Section 46 of the
Constitution Act ave observed.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: TDo I under-
stand the Minister to say that this Bill is a
continuation of the Tramwayvs Aet?

The Chief Secretary: No.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: Because in the
Tramways Act there is provision for the
Government to maintain a portion of the
road on each side of the tramline. Ay sole
desive is to see thal the ratepayers are re-
imbursed. When the roads were originally
constrncted, we did not take into considera-
tion the possible use of such heavy traffic.
The roads are as good as it is possible to
make them, and they will carry the traffic,
but the ratepayers are entitled to be
recompensed hy the Government for
any damage that is likely to be done
to the roads by the trolley buses.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T am not interested
in this matter apart from the standpoint of
equity. Unintentionally, T hope, this Honse
has heen foreeil into an invidious pasition
beeause the measure should not have heen
introdueed in this Chamber. 1t should have
been dealt with first in another plaee. A
Message from His Exeellency the Lieut.-
Governor could have been obtained to put
it in order and then, when the Bill was
before ws, we could have sought to have
incorporated some provision regarding eom-
pensation for the loeal authorities afifectad.
I understand the heavy trolley huses wili
seriously damage roads over which they will
travel, with the result that presently the
question will arise as to who is responsible
for repair work. Should a bus develon a
hole in the road into which someone wmny
fall, who will he liahle? From the stand-
point of equity, those owning the bus should
be called upon to pay.

Hon. Sir CHARLES NATHAXN: Tf it is
in order to discuss a matter that is eleavly
out of order, I wish to add a few remavks
along the same lines as those of Mr. Folmes.
I shall be sorry indeed if the Minister per-
sists in the attitude he has taken up, and,
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unless he can find some way out of the dilh-
culty, 1 shall certainly he forced to votc
ngainst the Bill. From a technical point ct
view, the Minister i= probalily quite correet
in his attitude, but Erom the standpoint of
equity, there is much to be said against it.
One of the main points made by the Min-
istor when moving the second reading of the
Bill wus that the operating costs of the trol.
ley buses were made so much cheaper be.
cause of the expense avoided regarding
maintenanee. Tqnity is salegnavded in the
Tramways Act by the provisions velaling
to the maintenance of the road elose to the
rails. Now the Government apparently take
the stand that the municipality or road hoard
through which the trolley hnses will pro-
ceed will have to accept the responsibility of
maintaining the rondway in good eondition.
Apart from the aetunl weight of the huses,
vehicles of that description take heavy toll
of the roadways over which thev operate. I
trust the Government will not eontemplate
any extension of the trolley bus system with-
ont close investigation becanse 1, for one,
am sceptical of ils advantages at the pre-
sent juncture. Towever, the principle to be
determined now concerns the responsibility
for the heavy road maintenance that will
be involved. I hope the Chief Seecrctary
will find some way of assisting the House;
otherwise he will throw some of us info the
unpleasant position of having to vote against
the Bill, although we have no desire to do
so. That would create a rather embarrass-
ing position beeause the buses bave been
seeured without Parliamentary sanetion, the
overhead gear is heing provided, and the
buses are practically ready to commence
operations,

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: T support the con-
tention raised by Mr, Franklin that if it is
the intention of the Government to substi-
tute trolley huses for trams and tram raijls,
the loeal authorities affected are entitled to
compensation from the Government with re-
spect to road maintenance. The Tramways
Act provides that the Government shalt
maintain the roadway for 18 inches on cither
side of a tram traek, but it will he a much
more serious matter with regard to the trol-
lev huses, which will operate over the whole
width of the road. The maintenance in-
volved will, therefore, be tremendous com-
pared with that which the Government at
present undertake regarding the existing
tram tracks,
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am rather
surprised at the development the discussion
has taken. 1 introduced the Bili with a
view to legalising the running of trolley
buses in the metropolitan avea. It is re-
markable that ne steps have been taken by
the local authorities econcerned, so far as I
am aware, to place their views before the
Crovernment. 1 have not seen anything to
that effect in the Press although it is months
sinee it was known that trollev huses were
to be run in parts of the city. Ho far as I
am aware, the local authorities have not
entered into negotiations with the Govern-
ment, nor placed their views hefore then.
One would have thought that some such steps
would have heen taken long hefore this with
a view to aseerfnining what compensation
would be payable in respect of any damage
done to the roads. Apparently nothing has
been done until now, when the Bill is be-
fore Parliament,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The local anthorities
might have rssumed that the Government
had the power to carry this scheme out with-
out additional legislation.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We had not
that power, and T do not see how it could
he assumed. as the hon. membher suggests,
by anyone having the cxperience possessed
by those representing the City of Perth.

Hon. J. T, FRANKLIN: How could the
local authorities have negotinted with the
Government hefore they knew whai the Bill
would provide for? Tt is unfortunate that
the Minister concerned did not inviie rep-
resentatives of the loeal authonities to dis-
cuss the matter with hin. I am merely
anxious to protect the interests of those con-
cerned.

The CHAIRMAN: T have allowed plenty
of latitnde to enable AMr. Franklin to ex-
press his views, but T must rule that his
amendment is not one that ean be moved in
this Chamber.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: T agree that
yvour ruling, Mr. Chairman, is sound, but 1
again ask the Minister to report progress
so that further eonsideration may he given
to the point that has been raised, with a
view to equity being provided for.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Otherwise we eannot
agree to the Bill.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: As to the
Minister's argumeni that the loeal author-
itics have not approached the Government
regarding the point raised, surely they can
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rely on their Parliamentary represenfatives
in this House to safeguard their interests.
The Lord Mayor of 1’erth is a member of
this Chamber, and lLe has placed the views
of the lecal authorities hefore the House.
While the amendinent may be out of order,
it is only right that further comnsideration
should he given to this phase, and T ask that
progress he reported.

The Chief Seeretary: What is the posi-
tion now?

The CHAIRMAN: 1 have ruled that the
amendment is out of order, as it cannot pro-
perly be moved in this House.

Hon. J. T. Franklin: What about my
other amendment. Is that out of order, too?

The CHATRMAN: We will take that
hurdle when we come to it.
Progress reported,
BILL—YOREK CEMETERIES.
In Committiee,
Resumed from the previous day. Hoa. J.

Cornell in the Chair; the Honorary Minis-
ter in charge of the Bill.
Clanse 2—Lands vevested in His Majesty:
The CHAIRMAN:
partly considered.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 3—agreed to.
Sehedule, Title—agreed to,

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

The clause has leen

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 1).

Second Reading

TNebate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. THOMSON (Scuth-East)
{5.30]: T have considered the proposals con-
fained in the Bill. Most of them are eonse-
quenlial or are designed te remedy ervors in
or omissions from the measure of last year.
T am not enamoured of the proposal to do
away with the ecasting vote, a system that
has worked satisfactorily for many years.
1 commend to the eonsideration of members
an amendment of whieh T have given notice.
As the Act stands, it is possible for a Gov-
ernment auditor to insist upon surcharging
the members of a read board with the
amount nof debited against individual rate-
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payers for the construction of a footpath.
Flowever, I will explain the matter fully in
Committee. I support the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time. \

In Committee

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clanse +—Amendment of Seetion 13:

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Minister,
when moving the second reading, said the
Government intended that when wards were
altered, only the members affected by the
alteration should retire from office.  The
proposed new subsection appears to give the
Minister general power to retire one or ail
the memhers, and that would be undesirable.
{ have two amendments which will bring the
clanse into line with the Government’s in-
tention, as stated by the Minister. I move
an amendment—

That in line 2 of the proposed new subsec-

tion (2), the words ‘‘members of the board
or such of the’’ be struck out.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Under
the Act, in the event of a distriet heing re-
divided, all the memhers of the bhoard must
retive, hut would he eligible for re-election.
It is undesirable that all shoul@ retire if
only two wards are affected by a redivision.
Only the members whose wards are affected
should retire. However, there might be
other civeumstances that might not come
within the scope of the new subsection as
My. Holmes proposes to amend it, and there-
fore it would be wise to retain the clause as
printed.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I cannot see that
any other cirecumstances would arise. The
provision would operate only in the event
of a distriet being redivided. My desire 1s
to give effect Lo the intention expressed by
the Minister.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I move an amend-
men{—

That in line 3 of ihe proposed new subsece-
tion (2) the words ‘fas the Minister may
think fit and determine’’ he struck out, and
the words ‘‘representing the ward or wards
affected’’ inscrted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.
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Clauses 5 to 14—agreed to.
New clause:
Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: | move—

That a new elause be inserted to stand as
Clause 10, as follows:—'‘Section seventy of
the prineipal Act is amended by deleting from
gubsection (2) ali the words after the words
‘such declaration shall be made’’’ (inserted
by the Act No. 35 of 1932, section twelve
(b)), and inserting in lieu thereof the words
‘Yon the nomipnation day, but in the case of
an annual eleetion the person then declared
to be ciceted shall not take office until after
the day appeinted for the annual elegtion.’’
There is an anomaly associated with See-
tion 70 of the parent Act that requires to
be put right. Very often when road hoard
bi-elections are held, only the required num-
ber of candidates offer themselves for elee-
tion. The returning officer is not in a posi-
tion to declare the result until election day,
although in such a case, there heing no op-
position, there is no need for election. Quite
recently a returning officer had to make a
journey of 20 miles to veccive the nomina-
tion, and had to go back later in order to
declare elected the only eandidate who was
offering. My amendment will remove that
anomaly. If it is adopted, the returning
ofticer may deelare the candidate elected on
nomination day, but such candidate cannot
take his seat on the hoard until after the
day set apart for the election,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I fail to
see much difference between the amendment
and the amending Act of last vear. The
amendment provides that in the case of an
extraordinary election the onlv ecandidate
offering may be declared eleeted on nomina-
tion day instead of on election day. With
regard to an annual election, the Act pro-
vides that a deelaration shall he made on
the day appointed for the election, but the
hon. member wants it to be made on nomi-
nation day.

Hon. C. I, Baxter: My amendment pro-
vides that the declaration shall be made on
nomination day, but that in the case of an-
nual clections the persons elected shall not
take office until after the day set apart for
the election.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
amendment is so indefinite that one cannot
say when the new membher <hould take his
geat. T do not know what is meant by “the
dayv after the annnal election.” Iz the sme-
vessful candidate fo take his seat a month
afterwards or immediately afterwards?
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Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: The Act provides that
he shall take his seat within 14 days after
the election.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
amendment will leave the position absolutely
indefinite. On that ground alone the Com-
mittee should deeline to aceept it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: There is no neces-
sity to provide any particular date, heeause
that is controlled by the Aet itself. It
would perhaps simplify matters if T amended
the amendment as suggested by the Honor-
ary Minister,

The CHATRMAN: I suggest that the hon.
member word his amendment to include
an annnal or extraordinary election. It
appears that the nominations do not refer
parfienlarly to extraordinary ot genceral
clections. If there is only a suflicient num-
ber of candidates offering they ecould then
be declared elected on  nomination day
whether it was an extraordinary or a gen-
eral election. If mere candidates had nomi-
nated than there were vacancies, the declar-
ation would be made the day after the elec-
tions. If the hon. member would alter his
amendment to include both kinds of elee-
tions it wonld then apply to hoth cascs.

The HONORARY MINISTER: [n view
of the position which has been reached, T
move-—

That the consideration of the new clause be
postponed.

Hon. A. TITOMSOXN: After an extra-
ordinary election which is not contested, tha
member elected should take his seat on the
hoard at once; and the game thing should
apply in the case of an annual election, in-
stead of the elected candidate waiting for
14 days, What are called the town members
of a road hoard meet frequently, their de-
cisions heing ratified suhsequently by the
full board.

The CHAIRMAN: The Honorary Minis-
ter has moved that the new clause he post-
poned.

Motion put and passed; the new rlausé
postponed.

New clauge:
Hon. A. THOMSON: I move—

That the following hbe inserted to siand as
Clause 12:— *Section 161 of the principal Act
is amende@ by adding a proviso, as follows:—
Provided further, that this seetion shall not
upply 1o footpaths wmade of, or paved with,
gravel only, nor shall it apply to the kerbing
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of any footpath in any street or road in such
townsite or area where such kerbing is, in the
opinion of the board, nccessary for the pro-
per making of such street or road, nunless the
hoard by resolution otherwise orders.?’

Last year’s amendment Act provided that
once a footpath had been permanently con-
structed, no further charge would be made
on adjacent owners, hut that any additional

expense inecurred should be borne by the
ratepayers generally.  In a cerfain road

board aren it has heen found necessary to
alter the alignment of a road nnd raise the
footpath in order that tlood wuters may get
away. This was done by the road hoard
without any intention of sharging the cost
upon adjacent owners, as the work was for
the benefit of the distriet as a whole. Dur-
ing a discussion of the subject at a meeting
of the road hoard, a member (rew attention
to the faet that under Seetion 161 a charge
must be made on adjacent owners, and that
failure to make the charge might mean that
the Government auditor wounld impose a sur-
charge upon members of the board person-
ally. Local authoritics ean be trusted to
act justly if the new clauze is aceepted.

The CHAIRMAN: T have no desire to
prevent disenssion, but 1 understand that
the full scope of this Bill is the correction
of anomalics ereated in the parent Aet by
amendwent measures. The new elause does
not touch any amendment made in the par-
ent Act of 1919.

Hon. A, Thowson: Yes, Mr. Chairman.
Section 29 of last seszion’s Act amends Sec-
tion 141 of the prineipal Aet.

The CHAIRMAX: In a eertain divection
only; and Mr. Thomson’s new elause will
not operate in that direction. If his amend-
ment is allowed in a Bill of this character,
which merely aims at consolidation. I do
not know where we shall end; any hon.
member might wove any amendment what-
suever in the parent Aet. However, I leave
this new elause to the good sense of the
Committee; T do not feel inclined to rule it
out.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.13 p.m.



